
 

  

 

16th October 2014 

 

Artists’ Union England 

c/o 9 Linwood Close, 

London,  

SE5 8UT 

 

 

 

Dear Katriona, 

  

Thank you for your letter dated 5th September and apologies for not responding 

sooner. 

  

As I mentioned at our last meeting on 13th May Arts Council England has for the 

first time, as part of its 2015-18 funding process, introduced an expectation for fair 

pay for artists. We take this matter very seriously as an issue which affects 

working artists at all career points and particularly as a socio economic barrier for 

a more diverse entry into the profession. However, we also recognise that for 

some organisations this will require a degree of adaptation to their business 

models. Which is why we feel it is important that there is a single and thorough 

consultation process with the sector that results in a new set of fair pay 

guidelines.  

 

You will be aware that ACE does not itself set pay rates, rather we signpost to 

industry bodies to do so. As you are aware we have been working with a-n to 

consult with the sector and publish new comprehensive guidance, ideally in 2015. 

Once this work has been concluded, we will update our guidance on fair pay for 

visual artists. In the meantime, as discussed in our previous meeting, we would 

hope that AUE will continue to collaborate with a-n in this process as appropriate 

and signpost its members to the final guidance. To ensure this important practise 

is embedded by our funded organisations during 2015-18 we wish to signpost our 

funded organisations and individual artists to one set of rates. To have multiple 

guidelines risks adding confusion to an already challenging implementation 

process.  

 

We are pleased to hear that you have been listed with the Schedule of Trade 

Union as of the 5th September. In 2015 when the new payment guidance is ready 

and the sector consultation process is concluded we will be updating our guidance 

which signposts to relevant bodies. This would be the next opportunity to add AUE 
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to that document if at this point it has received it’s Certification of Independence 

from the Certification Office and if the two bodies (a-n and AUE) are in support of a 

single set of rates.  

  

Thank you for keeping us informed of your progress in this matter. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

  

Peter Heslip 

 

Director 

Visual Arts and London 

Arts Council England  

 

Direct Line: 0208 942 8557 

Mobile: 077380 76277 

Email: peter.heslip@artscouncil.org.uk 
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